FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



     MARCH 21, 2011
PORT OF WALLA WALLA RECEIVES 

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

______________________________________________________________________

The Transportation Security Administration recently announced the Walla Walla Regional Airport has been selected the Gold Recipient of the Airport Environmental Excellence Award.  
Karen R. Shelton Waters, Chief Administrative Officer for the Transportation Security Administration said, “The Walla Walla Regional Airport’s proactive approach in establishing and maintaining a recycling program at the airport terminal building was worthy of the gold award.  It was the only airport in the state of Washington to receive the gold designation.”  
Port Commission President Mike Fredrickson commented, “The airport established the recycling program in the fall of 2008 by investing in easily identifiable recycling bins and placing them in prominent locations in the airport terminal building.  With some 30,000 passengers per year, the Port Commission saw it as a great opportunity to recycle significant amounts of cans, paper and plastic.”  

The recycling program has also been supported by Horizon Air which collects newspaper and cans during their flights into Walla Walla.  Horizon currently serves the Walla Walla market with two round trip flights per day to Seattle.  

Port Commission president Fredrickson said, “I would also like to recognize airport employees and local TSA officials for working together as a team to make sure the recycling program is successful.”

The Port estimates approximately 200 lbs. per quarter of aluminum, plastic and newspaper are recycled.  

The Port of Walla Walla is governed by three elected Commissioners Mike Fredrickson, Paul Schneidmiller and Ron Dunning.  The Port was founded in 1952 and is the lead economic development agency for Walla Walla County.  The Port has been the owner/operator of the Walla Walla Regional Airport since January 1989.

