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FUom Whe Walla Walla Union-BXlleWin Online NeZV.

PoVWed on FUida\, JanXaU\ 13, 2012

AiU WUaYel neaU UecoUd in '11 
PaVVengeU nXmbeUV aW Whe Walla Walla Regional AiUpoUW ZeUe aW WheiU Vecond-higheVW leYel laVW \eaU.

WALLA WALLA UNION-BULLETIN 

WALLA WALLA -- IW ZaV a high-fl\ing \eaU foU aiU WUaYel in 2011.

LaVW \eaU'V paVVengeU nXmbeUV VoaUed Wo WheiU Vecond higheVW leYel in hiVWoU\, accoUding Wo Whe laWeVW figXUeV fUom

Whe Walla Walla Regional AiUpoUW. EYen beWWeU, officialV Vaid, iV WhaW WhiV ZaV accompliVhed ZiWh one leVV dail\

flighW Whan Walla Walla had dXUing iWV UecoUd aiU paVVengeU \eaU in 2009.

In 2011, 32,127 paVVengeUV fleZ fUom Walla Walla Wo SeaWWle. ThaW figXUe ZaV Xp fUom 29,050 Whe \eaU befoUe.
The higheVW \eaU on UecoUd ZaV 33,430 in 2009.

SlighWl\ feZeU people Whan WhaW fleZ inWo Walla Walla fUom SeaWWle. LaVW \eaU 32,002 people VWepped off Whe

plane inWo Whe commXniW\. ThaW figXUe bXUied Whe pUeYioXV \eaU'V 28,592, bXW ZaV doZn fUom 2009'V 33,898.

AiUpoUW and WUaYel officialV Va\ Whe Volid nXmbeUV fUom Whe WZo-flighW VchedXle ma\ be bolVWeUed b\ pXblic

aZaUeneVV campaignV deVigned Wo edXcaWe local UeVidenWV aboXW Whe benefiWV of fl\ing locall\ and keep Whe idea aW

Whe foUefUonW of WheiU WUaYel planV. Among WhoVe benefiWV: fUee paUking (and moUe on Whe Za\ ZiWh an e[panVion of

Whe paUking loW in Whe ZoUkV foU WhiV \eaU), coVW and Wime VaYingV fUom noW commXWing Wo anoWheU aiUpoUW,

VXppoUWing Whe local econom\ and fUinge benefiWV, inclXding fUee Wi-Fi and coffee.

A neZ paUWneUVhip beWZeen Whe Walla Walla Valle\ Wine Alliance and AlaVka AiUlineV XnYeiled aW Whe end of

NoYembeU pUoYideV a moUe Vpecific incenWiYe foU Zine WoXUiVWV, in paUWicXlaU.

The "TaVWe and ToWe" iniWiaWiYe ZaiYeV WaVWing feeV aW moUe Whan 70 Walla Walla Valle\ ZineUieV foU AlaVka
AiUlineV' paVVengeUV WUaYeling Wo Walla Walla. The pUogUam alVo ZaiYeV Whe $20 baggage handling fee on Whe fiUVW

caVe of Zine checked on flighWV headed oXW of Walla Walla. The combinaWion haV hiVWoUicall\ been a one-WZo

pXnch foU Zine WoXUiVWV and iV belieYed Wo haYe deWeUUed YiViWoUV in Whe paVW fUom eiWheU pXUchaVing moUe Zine

Zhile Whe\ ZeUe heUe oU fUom chooVing aiU WUaYel aV WheiU mode of WUanVpoUWaWion.

PoUW of Walla Walla CommiVVioneU PaXl SchneidmilleU, Zho oZnV WoUld Wide TUaYel SeUYice, Vaid Whe Walla

Walla Valle\ ChambeU of CommeUce haV alVo been diligenW in ZoUking ZiWh Whe aiUline and keeping Whe meVVage

aboXW Whe impoUWance of fl\ing locall\ in fUonW of Whe pXblic.

Walla Walla Regional AiUpoUW ManageU JennifeU SkoglXnd Vaid a mild DecembeU helped bolVWeU Whe nXmbeUV.

The aiUpoUW had feZ flighW cancellaWionV in DecembeU, Zhen Whe moUe W\pical fog-filled monWh iV Uiddled ZiWh Whem.

She Vaid Vhe belieYeV Whe gUoZWh oYeU 2010 iV alVo dXe Wo "a Zhole hoVW" of effoUWV Wo bXild aiU WUaYel.
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"I Whink maUkeWing, Whe paUWneUVhip WhaW Ze haYe heUe locall\ ZiWh Whe Zine alliance, WoXUiVm, Whe PoUW, emphaVi]ing

WU\ing Wo fl\ Walla Walla fiUVW, oXU commXnicaWion ZiWh AlaVka," Vhe liVWed. "And Whe commXniW\ haV Ueall\

VWepped foUZaUd."

Vicki HillhoXVe can be Ueached aW YickihillhoXVe@ZZXb.com oU 526-8321.


